TWO MODERN TEACHERS OF INDIA
20. KESHAB CHANDRA SEN
THE founder of the Brahmo Samaj, a sect that has
produced more able and learned men than any other
in India, was the famous Ram Mohun Roy (Rama-
rnohuna Rai). He was a Kulin Brahman of Bengal.
At the age of twelve he went to study at Patna,
where Sufi influences were active. At fifteen he had
a difference with his father and began to wander
about after the manner of Hindu ascetics. In A.D.
1828 he founded a group of learned men, calling it
first the Brahmo Sabha and afterwards the Brahmo
Samaj, In 1830 he went to England where he was
received with great honour and respect, but he never
returned to India to give her the fruits of his new
experience. He died in Bristol in 1833.
Ram Mohun Roy had long ceased to be an ortho-
dox Hindu. He did not believe in the Hindu pan-
theon or the transmigration of souls. His work was
carried on by Dwarkanath Tagore and his son
Debendranath Tagore. The man, however, who
was to give a real force to the Brahmo Samaj was
Keshab Chandra Sen (Kesava Chandra Sen). The
ancestral home of this remarkable man was Garifa.
It was then a country village on the banks of the
Hugli : it is now a manufacturing town and bears
the name of Goripore. But although K-eshab
Chandra Sen's family estate was at Garifa, he him-
self was born and passed the first eight years of his